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GRAHAM MARTIN 


PROM!' SECRETARY KISSlN&gRi 
iSl THANKS; FORi Y0U«l 8P18i 

.fil'.Mr A8$: IIN^T' COYEREOU: CAN ASSURE; YOULTNILLi BEi 
HANSENS) SEVERAL! YARDS; HIGHERi THAN YOU' WHEN' THIS' IS' ALLi OVER*. 

• 5.' NON THAT wr ARE! ASREEblTHATTTHEl NUMBER! Qp! AMERICANS 1 

JfJtU Iff R50UCI0 BY -TUtSOAYiTOtA' SHEUjHICH! CAN |EI EVACUATED 
JJ V A- IINOLff HELICOPTER' (iEtfi ^mtEXACT' NUMBERS; AREt COMPLETELY 
UPl TO; YOU, , THAT HAVING SEEN' QECIOEDV. J WILLI STDPl; BUGGING; 

YOUl OUTNUMBERS* IXCEPTVTO. SAY' THAT'. YOUi- SHOULD': ENSURE! THAT* THE 
EMSASSr REMAINS AILS' TO) FUNCTION! EFFECTIVELY; 

^ t 

t - Si’/TQU SHOULOi OD' AHEAD 1 WITHl YOUR' DI8CU98|QN . WITH THIEU, . 

INi YOURhSOUNOINSI; RELATIVE!. TO! H| 8rp.OSS|8LE! RCSt5NATX0N| 

HONEV|Rv,.TM|i MATTER 'OFi TlMlNB', IS; ALBO' OFi. CHEAT, ‘.iSlBNITJCANCE, , 

■!i?!!!Lm*£ N L, A !!! M K , iK*^ wl 8Ht w not* takelplacei precipitately' 

Oyr-SMOULP BE! TIMED FOR! MAXIMUM LEVERAGE* in. THE' POLITICAL! 

SITUATION, k YOU SHOULD' KNOW, ALTHOUGH' YOU' SHOULD' NOT' INTIMATE' 

THIS; TD' THIEU# Tp^T* WEl.THI8 r MQRNINGf HAVE! MADE' AN APPROACH TO 
THE' SOVIET* UNION,. HElSHOULO 1 NOT OE; 8ANGUINEI ABOUT' ANY' RESULTS 
OOT> , IF' THERE; ARE' ANYWTHEV COULD EASILY' INVOLVE; THIEU AS ONE 
OPI THEI BARGAINING POINTS,. 

St' YOU SHOULD! ALSO KNOW THAT THE PRENCH HAVE! APPROACHED US 
MITH : THE! IDEA OPI RECONVENING), THE! PARI8- CONFERENCE'! . WE 
TOLD' TMPM WE! WERE' OPPOSED AND PELT'. IT' WOULD BE! CQUNTERPRO*. 

ductive;. 
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1. Thanks for your 0715. 

2. My ass isn't covered. I can assure you I will be hanging 
several yards higher than you when this is all over. 

3. Now that we are agreed that the number of Americans 
will be reduced by Tuesday to a size which can be evacuated 

by a single helicopter lift, the exact numbers are completely 
up to you. That having been decided, I will stop bugging you on 
numbers, except to say that you should ensure that the Embassy 
remains able to function effectively. 

4. You should go ahead with your discussion with Thieu. 

In your soundings relative to his possible resignation, however, the 
matter of timing is also of great significance. In any event any 
resignation should not take place precipitately but should be 


timed for maximum, leverage in the political situation. You 
should know, although you should not intimate this to Thieu, 
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that we this morning have made an approach to the Soviet Union, 

oX^xt^ ttuk. ft 

to-4A#^4-& ^ o tid offreK 3 -e% We^should not be sanguine about any 


any 


results but, if there are any, they could easily involve Thieu 


as one of the bargaining 


5. You should also know that the French have approached 
us with the idea of reconvening the Paris Conference. We 
told them we were opposed and felt it would be counterproductive 
Warm regards. 
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